
1 

 

Main Criteria: North Dakota Academic Content Standards 

Secondary Criteria: Social Studies Online 
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North Dakota Academic Content Standards 

Science 

Grade: 8 - Adopted: 2006 
 
 

Does not include: 
▪ Canada 
▪ Ancient China 
▪ Northeast Region 
▪ Midwest Region 
▪ Sahara Desert 
▪ Southwest Region 
▪ Western Region 

 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.1. Unifying Concepts: Students understand the unifying concepts and 
processes of science. 

BENCHMARK  8.1.1. Organize changes (e.g., patterns, cycles) that occur sequentially in 
systems 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.2. Science Inquiry: Students use the process of science inquiry. 

BENCHMARK  8.2.1. Understandings About Scientific Inquiry: Explain how science 
advances through legitimate skepticism 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.5. Earth and Space Science: Students understand the basic concepts 
and principles of earth and space science. 

BENCHMARK  8.5.1. Weather, Seasons, and Climate: Explain how factors (i.e., fronts, 
winds, air masses, air pressure, humidity, temperature, location) 
affect weather 
 
Social Studies Online 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 

BENCHMARK  8.5.4. Geologic Processes: Explain how landforms are changed (e.g., 
crustal deformation, volcanic eruption, deposition, weathering, 
erosion) 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
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National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 

BENCHMARK  8.5.5. Geologic Processes: Identify evidence for plate tectonics theory 
(e.g., fit of continents, location of earthquakes, volcanoes, mid-
ocean ridge, plate boundaries) 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 

BENCHMARK  8.5.7. Geologic Processes: Explain the changes Earth has undergone 
over geologic time (e.g., fossil record, plate tectonics, climate 
change, glaciation) 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.7. Science and Other Areas: Students understand relations between 
science and personal, social, and environmental issues. 

BENCHMARK  8.7.1. Science and Social Issues: Explain the interaction of science and 
technology with social issues (e.g., mining, natural disasters) 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 

 
North Dakota Academic Content Standards 

Social Studies 

Grade: 8 - Adopted: 2007 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.5. Concepts of Geography: Students understand and apply concepts 
of geography. 

BENCHMARK  8.5.3. Human Geography: Compare human characteristics (e.g., 
population distribution, land use) of places and regions (i.e. North 
Dakota) 
 
Social Studies Online 
Barcelona - English 
Barcelona - Espagnol 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
London - City of Pomp & Majesty 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
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Highlights of Paris – Grades 6 – 8 
Paris - La Ville Lumiere (En Francais) 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
Tokyo - City of Contrasts 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.6. Human Development and Behavior: Students understand the 
importance of culture, individual identity, and group identity. 

BENCHMARK  8.6.2. Culture: Explain how culture influences gender roles, ethics, and 
beliefs 
 
Social Studies Online 
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Older Grades) 

Grade: 8 - Adopted: 2011 

CONTENT STANDARD  ND.CC.6-8.RH. Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 

BENCHMARK   Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

GRADE LEVEL 
EXPECTATION 

 6-8.RH.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 
Ancient Greece  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Barcelona - English 
Barcelona - Espagnol 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Galapagos Islands 
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Older Grades) 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
London - City of Pomp & Majesty 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Highlights of Paris – Grades 6 – 8 
Paris - La Ville Lumiere (En Francais) 
Ancient Rome 
Rome - The Eternal City 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
Tokyo - City of Contrasts 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 
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