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Main Criteria: Oregon Academic Content Standards 

Secondary Criteria: Social Studies Online 

Subjects: Science, Social Studies 

Grade: 6 
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Oregon Academic Content Standards 

Science 

                                                                          Grade: 6 - Adopted: 2014 
 
 
Does not include: 

▪ Canada 
▪ Ancient China 
▪ Northeast Region 
▪ Midwest Region 
▪ Sahara Desert 
▪ Southwest Region 
▪ Western Region 

 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.MS-LS1. From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  MS-LS1-4. Use argument based on empirical evidence and scientific reasoning 
to support an explanation for how characteristic animal behaviors 
and specialized plant structures affect the probability of successful 
reproduction of animals and plants respectively. 
 
Social Studies Online 
How Coral Reefs Are Formed 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  MS-LS1-5. Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for how 
environmental and genetic factors influence the growth of 
organisms. 
 
Social Studies Online 
African Safari 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
How Coral Reefs Are Formed 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  MS-LS1-8. Gather and synthesize information that sensory receptors respond 
to stimuli by sending messages to the brain for immediate behavior 
or storage as memories. 
 
Social Studies Online 
African Safari 
Who Lives On a Coral Reef? 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.MS-ESS2. Earth’s Systems 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  MS-ESS2-6. Develop and use a model to describe how unequal heating and 
rotation of the Earth cause patterns of atmospheric and oceanic 
circulation that determine regional climates. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
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STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.MS-ESS3. Earth and Human Activity 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  MS-ESS3-5. Ask questions to clarify evidence of the factors that have caused 
the rise in global temperatures over the past century. 
 
Social Studies Online 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Who Lives On a Coral Reef? 

 
Oregon Academic Content Standards 

Social Studies 

Grade: 6 - Adopted: 2011 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.6. Social Sciences - Grade 6: World History & Geography--Western 
Hemisphere 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Historical Knowledge 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.1. Determine and explain the historical context of key people, 
cultures, products, events, and ideas over time including the 
examination of different perspectives from people involved 
including, but not limited to, Aztec, Maya, Inca, Inuit, early Native 
American cultures of North America, major explorers, colonizers of 
countries in the Western Hemisphere, and the Columbian 
Exchange. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Mayan Civilization 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.2. Identify examples of the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development in key areas of the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.3. Describe the rise; the political, technological, and cultural 
achievements; and the decline of ancient civilizations in Europe, 
Asia, and Africa prior to the Roman Empire. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.6. Social Sciences - Grade 6: World History & Geography--Western 
Hemisphere 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Historical Thinking 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.4. Explain how different cultures in the Western Hemisphere record 
history. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.5. Critique information to determine if it is sufficient to answer 
historical questions. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
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Exploring Cuba 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.6. Create and compare timelines that identify major people, events 
and developments in the history of individual civilizations and/or 
countries that comprise the Americas. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.7. Define and use the terms ''decade,'' ''century,'' and ''millennium,'' 
and compare alternative ways that historical periods and eras are 
designated by identifying the organizing principles upon which 
each is based. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.8. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships, including the importance of 
individuals, ideas, human interests and beliefs. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.9. Differentiate between fact and interpretation in historical accounts 
and explain the meaning of historical passages by identifying who 
was involved, what happened, where it happened, and relating them 
to outcomes that followed and gaps in the historical record. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.10. Identify issues related to a historical event in the Americas and give 
basic arguments for and against that issue utilizing the 
perspectives, interests and values of those involved. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.6. Social Sciences - Grade 6: World History & Geography--Western 
Hemisphere 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Geography 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.12. Collect and analyze data to describe regions of the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.13. Classify and analyze the types of connections between places in 
the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Social Studies Online 
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Canada 
Exploring Cuba 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.14. Identify physical features of the Western Hemisphere and explain 
their effects on people and events. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.15. Explain how people have adapted to or changed the physical 
environment in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.6. Social Sciences - Grade 6: World History & Geography--Western 
Hemisphere 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Civics and Government 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.17. Compare and contrast early forms of government via the study of 
early civilizations (tribal, monarchy, democracy, theocracy, and 
oligarchy) in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Mayan Civilization 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.18. Describe current forms of government in countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.6. Social Sciences - Grade 6: World History & Geography--Western 
Hemisphere 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Social Science Analysis 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  6.21. Clarify key aspects of an event, issue, or problem through inquiry 
and research. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.CS. Social Sciences - CORE STANDARDS 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  History 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.1. Analyze and apply cause and effect relationships to a variety of 
historical issues, events and problems. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 
Ancient Greece  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Ancient Rome 
Rome - The Eternal City 
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BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.2. Analyze and apply change and continuity relationships to a variety 
of historical issues, events, and problems. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 
Ancient Greece  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Ancient Rome 
Rome - The Eternal City 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.CS. Social Sciences - CORE STANDARDS 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Geography 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.5. Apply geographic skills, concepts, and technologies (e.g., maps, 
GIS, Google Earth) to gather, display, and analyze spatial 
information. 
 
Social Studies Online 
African Safari 
Exploring Cuba 
London - City of Pomp & Majesty 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Highlights of Paris – Grades 6 – 8 
Paris - La Ville Lumiere (En Francais) 
Tokyo - City of Contrasts 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.6. Analyze economic, social, human migration, settlement, and 
distribution patterns. 
 
Social Studies Online 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Younger Grades 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.7. Locate and examine physical and human characteristics of places 
and regions, their impact on developing societies, and their 
connections and interdependence. 
 
Social Studies Online 
African Safari 
Barcelona - English 
Barcelona - Espagnol 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
London - City of Pomp & Majesty 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Highlights of Paris – Grades 6 – 8 
Paris - La Ville Lumiere (En Francais) 
The Amazon Rainforest 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Younger Grades 
Tokyo - City of Contrasts 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.8. Evaluate how human cooperation and competition for resources 
shape the earth's political, economic, physical, and social 
environments. 
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Social Studies Online 
Ancient Greece  

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.CS. Social Sciences - CORE STANDARDS 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Civics and Government 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.14. Evaluate the various functions and processes of governments and 
their impact on societies and citizens, comparing and contrasting 
various government designs to evaluate how they serve their 
citizens. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Greece  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.SS.CS. Social Sciences - CORE STANDARDS 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Social Science Analysis 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  CS.28. Analyze characteristics, causes, and consequences of an event, 
issue, problem or phenomenon. 
 
Social Studies Online 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 
Ancient Greece  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Ancient Rome 
Rome - The Eternal City 

Grade: 6 - Adopted: 2010 

STANDARD / CONTENT 
AREA 

 OR.RH.6-8. Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 

CONTENT STANDARD / 
PROFICIENCY 

  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

BENCHMARK / STRAND  RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
 
Social Studies Online 
African Safari 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 
Ancient Greece  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Barcelona - English 
Barcelona - Espagnol 
Canada 
Exploring Cuba 
Galapagos Islands 
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Older Grades) 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
London - City of Pomp & Majesty 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks - WA, OR, ID, MT, CO 
Highlights of Paris – Grades 6 – 8 
Paris - La Ville Lumiere (En Francais) 
Ancient Rome 
Rome - The Eternal City 
The Amazon Rainforest 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
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The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Younger Grades 
Tokyo - City of Contrasts 
Washington, DC - Grades 6 - 8 
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